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Herseth Sandlin Statement on One Week Farm Bill Extension

            Washington, D.C., April 24, 2008 – U.S.            Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin commented today on House and Senate approval            of a one-week extension of the 2002 Farm Bill as details are finalized            on that legislation’s reauthorization: 
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           “The passage of a one-week extension of the 2002 Farm Bill in the House            and the Senate is another important step forward in what has proven            to be a lengthy process. However, it appears discussions over the last            48 hours have been productive and we are in the final stages. Key funding            negotiators said this morning that they expect conferees will get the            farm bill completed by the end of the week, but another short-term extension            of the 2002 Farm Bill is needed to finalize the details. Negotiators            are waiting on Congressional Budget Office estimates of the funding            mechanisms that are on the table.
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           “Again, I continue to believe that we should work toward a new bill            yet this year. I don’t think a one year extension of the current farm            bill, as the President has suggested, is in the best interests of our            agricultural producers and rural communities, I remain optimistic that            we can reach final agreement very soon.”
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Congresswoman Stephanie Herseth Sandlin serves South Dakota in the            U.S. House of Representatives. She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition,            a group of moderate Democrats committed to fiscal discipline and strong            national security, and is co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which            is dedicated to raising the profile of issues important to rural America.            She also serves on three committees vital to South Dakota’s interests:            Agriculture, Veterans’ Affairs and Natural Resources. In the 110th Congress,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin was one of only 15 members appointed to serve on            the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming.
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